
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1    Susie and Phil present ‘Welcome to Music’ 

PO Box 268, East Bentleigh, Vic 3165, Australia 

Email – info@welcometomusic.net 

Website – www.welcometomusic.net 

Facebook - www.facebook.com/Welcome.to.music 

YouTube - www.youtube.com/c/WelcometoMusicSP 

*CDs  *Teachers’ Manuals  *Choral Arrangements  *Musicals 

*Interactive resources           *Musical story books 

*Professional Development for teachers 

*Early Childhood Training Courses      

*Preschool and primary school music programs 

*Artist In School Programs and workshops for kids 

*Commissioned Songs  *Concerts and Shows 

*MusiKeynotes for Conferences  

 

‘Welcome to Music™’ (WtM) Early Childhood (EC)  

Licensed teacher information  
 

What is the WtM EC program?   

¯ It is a music and movement program for Early Childhood with sequential and developmentally 

planned activities and thematic ‘Orff’ units for 0-8 years.  

¯ The lessons contain especially written and recorded original music (by well known and world 

class music educators and musicians Susie Davies-Splitter & Phil Splitter), traditional and world 

music. 

¯ The activities are fun, humorous, engaging and age appropriate for young children with clever 

lyrics, rhymes, raps, musical stories, dances, songs with infectious melodies, instrumental 

activities and varied styles of music from folk to rap, rock and jazz. 

¯ Many activities focus on self expression, creativity and improvisation 

¯ Each activity has been tried and tested over more than 20 years around the world with funky and 

appealing music that kids and adults love. 

¯ The program can be easily used by the non-specialist teacher, educator, carer or parent with 

teaching strategies clearly outlined and user friendly. 

¯ An opportunity for a special music and bonding time at home, in the car or in class between the 

child and the parent/carer. 

¯ Songs are especially written in keys that are appropriate for young children to sing with excellent 

singing models 

 

The WtM program is about building life skills through an integrated approach 

¯ This program is an integration of singing, saying, moving, dancing, playing and creating to build 

skills for life 

¯ Young children learn to move, dance, sing, play and love music and their confidence and self 

esteem is enhanced as they develop the unique skills that the gift of music provides. 

¯ It is designed to promote important life skills such as language, literacy and numeracy, listening, 

cognitive, social, emotional and motor skills 

¯ It instils a lifelong appreciation and love of music through the learning of musical concepts, skills, 

techniques and processes so that children can be involved in music at school and later in life as a 

listener, performer and/or creator. 

 

WtM Philosophy and Orff Schulwerk (OS) (see details about OS further down) 

¯ This program has an open and ‘accessible for all’ philosophy that encourages a playful, inclusive 

and supportive environment.   

¯ The program supports a ‘learning through play’ philosophy 

¯ The program supports a multi modal, multi-sensory and whole body learning approach that helps 

make the learning stick! 

¯ WtM uses an Orff Schulwerk approach to teaching music and movement. 
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Background required to become a WtM licensed teacher 

¯ Have a reasonable singing voice – ability to sing in tune 

¯ An ability to play simple chords on a ukulele and accompany yourself with songs 

¯ Able to play simple melodies on the descant recorder 

¯ Have a basic understanding of music 

¯ Have a love for young children  

¯ Able to relate and communicate well with adults and groups  

¯ Have an outgoing and bright personality 

¯ Able to demonstrate creativity through activity and lesson extensions 

¯ Able to work independently, a quick learner, have a sense of responsibility, punctual and reliable. 

¯ Ideally a background in early childhood and /or primary teaching or a music qualification. This is 

not essential 

¯ All teachers need to have their own mobile phone, internet access, ideally a car with current 

license and working with children check. 

 

How to become a WtM EC licensed teacher? 

¯ Complete the minimum 62 hours of WtM training (see details below) 

¯ Satisfactorily complete the WtM interview  

¯ Be invited to become a WtM licensed teacher  

¯ Join the WtM licensed teacher membership 

 

Training required to become a WtM EC licensed teacher 

¯ Babies & Tots training    5 hours 

¯ Stage 1 training (3-8 years)   10 hrs 

¯ Satisfactory completion of: 

¯ Stage 2 training (3-8 years)  10 hrs 

At this training, educators will be invited to become WtM EC licensed teachers. 

Educators who have completed the online training will need to successfully complete the 

peer teaching task or provide a video of themselves teaching a class of young children 

¯ Orff level 1 training    37 hrs  

Orff training or equivalent (to be vetoed by WtM) to be completed within two years of the WtM training 

¯ Total hours     62 hours 

 

Interviews – we may invite you to an interview which includes the ability to:  

¯ Sing a well-known song in a range appropriate for young children accompanied by a ukulele - to 

demonstrate an ability to sing in tune, play simple chords on the ukulele and keep in time. 

¯ Talk about why you would like to become a WtM EC licensed teacher 

 

Membership information for WtM EC licensed teachers 

A yearly membership entitles you to: 

¯ Teach the WtM EC program in childcare centres and schools (up to grade 2) 

¯ Set up your own classes and use the program 

¯ Be recommended by our head office for teaching work in childcare centres, schools and other 

settings around Australia and overseas 

¯ Promote your services as part of the WtM website, Facebook page and email newsletters 

¯ Access to music program updates  
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¯ FREE training access of up to 25 hours when the WtM EC courses are presented (please note it is 

compulsory to do at least 10 hours of training with WtM each year) 

¯ Some one on one teaching assistance if needed as a follow up  

¯ Become an important and active member of the WtM community  

¯ Discounts at WtM PLAYshops, courses and events 

¯ Discounts on WtM resources 

¯ Present WtM PD workshops for early childhood educators (this is for approved teachers only) 

 

Training Materials for WtM EC licensed teachers include: 

¯ Module 1 –an introductory eight lesson plans with extensions (that equates to the first term) for each 

age range 0-3 and 3-6 years (Stage 1) 

¯ Module 2 – a further and extended eight lesson plans with extensions for each 3-8 years (Stage 2) 

¯ Thematic Orff units for the 4-8 year olds (Stage 1 & 2) 

¯ Notation, lyrics and chords to all songs and activities 

¯ Access to videos of many of the lessons on the WtM you tube channel and website 

¯ Knowledge about how to extend most activities over many lessons 

¯ Teaching procedures for all activities 

¯ Reference to curriculum for all activities 

¯ Reference to teaching aids and equipment for all activities 

¯ Supporting documents include: 

¯ Music advocacy 

¯ Benefits of a music program for children and research 

¯ Understanding of the curriculum 

¯ Teaching tips and classroom management 

¯ Orff Schulwerk  

¯ Kodaly 

¯ How to build teacher confidence 

¯ And more! 

 

Extras 

¯ Modules 3 & 4 (that equate to terms 3 and 4) available for 0-3 and 3-6 age groups. 

¯ All vocal audio tracks are available on ITunes 

¯ All vocal and backing tracks are available as part of the WtM resource range 

¯ Props, instruments and equipment need to be purchased – recommendations of suitable 

resellers are given 

 

Ongoing membership and training 

Whilst you continue to use the WtM program and receive any form of remuneration for classes, you must 

renew your membership each year.  

You will be required to attend ongoing training of a minimum of 10 hours per year with further peer 

teaching assessment face to face or via video link up. 

 

What is Orff Schulwerk? 

The ‘Orff Schulwerk’ was founded by Carl Orff, a German composer and music educator (1895 -1982) and colleague 

Gunild Keetman (1904 - 1991). It is a general artistic education rather than a method of music instruction. It is “Music 
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for Children”, designed for ALL children, a unique approach to learning music.  Each child is encouraged to contribute 

according to his or her ability. and every child is believed to be innately musical. 

 

Orff Schulwerk is based on things children naturally like to do such as sing, chant rhymes, dance, clap, etc. These 

instincts are directed into learning music by hearing and making music first, then reading and writing it later.  This 

is the same way we all learn our native language. The approach is centered on teaching the elements of music 

through integrating the various media used in music including speech, singing, movement and playing instruments 

An Orff approach helps to educate the whole individual intellectually, physically, socially, emotionally, aesthetically 

and creatively through active music making, individual input and group improvisation.  

 

About Susie Davies-Splitter and Phil Splitter 

Susie and Phil have been working together for more than 25 years and are both expert music educators, 

musicians and composers. Their easy-going manner, love of music and ability to connect endears them to 

children and adults alike. 

 

Susie and Phil firmly believe that all children can benefit from a sound developmental music program and 

that all Early Childhood educators can easily and successfully teach music regardless of their music 

background. Their vision is to help make teaching and learning music easy and fun for all and enrich 

peoples’ lives with the joy of music and the arts. 

 

Susie, with a Master of Education degree from Melbourne University, is a music and movement educator, 

Orff practitioner, jazz musician, award winning composer and twice past president of the Victorian Orff 

Schulwerk Association (VOSA) in Australia. She is an ANCOS (Australian National Council of Orff 

Schulwerk) accredited trainer and leads regular training in Australia, Singapore and China. 

 

Phil has been composing and performing since an early age, playing guitar and percussion, as well as 

singing in many bands. He is also an accomplished workshop facilitator, motivational speaker, award 

winning script and songwriter as well as a dynamic and high calibre MC.  

 

Susie and Phil have presented and conducted professional development workshops for teachers 

throughout Australia, New Zealand, Europe, USA, Canada and Asia. They have also presented workshops 

and concerts at the International Society of Music Education (ISME) conferences in Spain, Malaysia, Italy 

and Greece and the American Orff Schulwerk Association (AOSA) conferences in Memphis, San Jose and 

Denver. 

 

Susie and Phil have developed the very popular and award winning 'Welcome to Music' Series of CD's and 

books, musicals, story books, choral range, interactive and multi-media programs which are enjoyed 

extensively by teachers, parents and children of all ages throughout Australia and around the world. Titles 

include; ‘Rainbows, Trees & Tambourines’, ‘Bop in the Bath’, ‘Funkey Monkey’, ‘Beat Street’, ‘Move It’, 

‘Razzamajazz’, ‘Boomerang Jam’, ‘The Power of You’, ‘Move It!’, ‘Anything is Possible’, ‘Sing, Jam & Jive’, 

‘Your Stage’, ‘AlphabetZ’, ‘Take Orff with Jazz’, ‘Take Orff with Recorder’ and ‘Blackbelt Ukulele Series’. 

 

They have regularly presented shows, family music workshops, Artist in Schools programs, professional 

development PLAYshops for teachers, performances, and their popular ‘Musikeynote’ presentations at 

conferences.  
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Over the years, they have been commissioned to write songs for schools and organisations, develop music 

programs in preschools and schools and direct choral festivals and large scale musical events. 

 

More recently Susie and Phil have set up a not for profit association  'Hearts in Harmony Community 

Music' (HHCM) -building healthy communities through inclusive music for all ages, faiths and cultures and 

raising awareness of the importance of active music making in schools and communities everywhere. 

 

HHCM’s mission is to implement sustainable music programs that build capacity and social capital, 

develop positive connections, enhance health and well being and embrace diversity in a fun, engaging and 

non threatening environment. 

 

Susie and Phil’s vision is to enrich lives through the joy of music, connect us to our hearts and inner 

beauty and unleash each individuals’ potential to be creative and compassionate human beings. 

www.welcometomusic.net 

www.facebook.com/Welcome.to.music 

http://heartsinharmony.weebly.com 

www.youtube.com/c/WelcometoMusicSP 

 

Some Testimonials 

Susie and Phil's 10 hour music course was inspirational, many techniques were taught and learnt, with 

examples of ideas and how to implement them into your own program. I highly recommend this 

Professional Development course. 

Pep Upton Early Childhood Educator and Trainer. 

 

Susie we so appreciate your unique contribution to the conference, for your energy, skills, passion and 

love. Your sessions were a joy to attend and so full of musical and educational insight. Dr Bill Baker, 

Lecturer in Arts Education, University of Tasmania 

 

Hi Susie and Phil, 

Thank you again for delivering such a brilliant training yesterday. We all enjoyed it and are very impressed 

by your professionalism and passion in music. 

Lanning Lan, Managing Director, Smart Choice Education  

 

Susie’s passion for delivering effective, quality music programs for young children is infectious. Her 

grounded personality and ability to relate to people of all ages makes her courses a pleasure to be a part 

of.  Sharon Herzog, Preschool teacher 

 

Susie and Phil offer such great quality in their workshops...their passion and love for teaching music 

comes alive through their amazing creativity! It's not just the abundance of ideas, knowledge and research 

that they generously share, but their advocacy for the importance of music education and the philosophy 

behind their passion for this. The professional quality of their presentation skills, their infectious 

enjoyment and love of music making, and their fabulous range of original music resources are some of the 

reasons they continue to be so inspiring!!! Can't wait for the next workshop!  

Workshop participant 
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Love your resources - interesting rhythms, a range of musical styles, appropriate keys for children and use 

of world music, with teaching strategies clearly outlined and user friendly. The audio C D 's are well 

produced - a real asset to a music programme. I just love what you do –you make music so accessible for 

kids and so much fun.  Mary Cornish – Bayfield School, Auckland 

 

Supporting Research 

An enormous amount of research has been done and continues to be undertaken on the benefits of music for 

children. An involvement in a music program helps to educate the whole individual intellectually, physically, 

socially, emotionally and creatively. A regular music program can inspire children to sing, move, dance, listen, 

create, play instruments and love music, whilst building an excellent foundation for future musical pursuits. 

 

Research includes: 

Ten Facts About School Music - Music Australia website 

The Music Toolkit - provides info that any teacher can utilise to promote and lobby for music education  

Do music lessons make students smarter? Research shows taking music lessons can speed up brain 

development in children. Quartz, Assal Habibi Oct 26, 2016 

Why music makes our brain sing. Robert J Zatorre & Valerie N Salimpoor - New York Times – June, 2013 

The Value of Music Education – Richard Gill – Tedx Sydney –28.5.2011  Video 

The reasons why we sing and make music - Lifelong music making – an American organisation dedicated 

to fostering a musically able and active population – lots of articles and advocacy  

Research on the Benefits of Music Education (pages 14-19) from the Albert Foundation’s report Music 

Education: A Sound Investment.   

How playing an instrument benefits your brain. Anita Collins – Ted Talk, July, 2014 Video  

Community Music Victoria website 

 

How is this different to other programs?  

It is the combination of the following points that makes the WtM program absolutely unique 

¯ The program is written by highly qualified, experienced and renowned composers, music 

educators and entertainers. 

¯ Susie and Phil have created a fun, humorous, clever, engaging, funky, playful, inspiring and child 

centered program that has the child at the heart of the experience. 

¯ The quality of the original music, production, arrangements and recordings are of a very high 

standard. 

¯ It is well and truly tried and tested and teachers, parents and children have been singing its 

praises for over 20 years 

¯ The music is especially written in appropriate keys for children to sing with appropriate lyrics and 

excellent singing models 

¯ It is Orff Schulwerk based which uses an integrated approach that builds skills for life 

¯ The program encourages children, carers and educators to be creative and expressive through a 

focus on improvisation 

¯ The music is presented in a range of styles from folk to rap, rock and jazz. 

¯ The program can be easily used by the non-specialist teacher, educator, carer or parent with 

teaching strategies clearly outlined and user friendly. 


